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PeaceTrees Vietnam was the ®rst U.S. nongovernmental organization 
permitted by the Vietnamese government to support humanitarian 
mine action there, including the removal of landmines and unexploded 
ordnance, providing medical and social assistance to survivors and 
MRE, as well as citizen diplomacy tree planting e!orts.

"e U.S. Department of State's O#ce of Weapons Removal and 
Abatement has provided grants to support PeaceTrees Vietnam's 
humanitarian demining team in Quang Tri province. Richard G. Kidd 
IV, Director of that O#ce and Acting Deputy Assistant Secretary 
of State for Political-Military A!airs, welcomed guests in order to 
demonstrate the United States' commitment to humanitarian mine 
action and peace-building in Vietnam and around the world.

ªA major pillar of the U.S. Department of State's humanitarian mine 
action e!ort is our Public-Private Partnership Program to encourage 
civil society support for alleviating the impact of persistent landmines 
and explosive remnants of war. We have over 50 valued Public-Private 
Partners at present, and PeaceTrees Vietnam is one of them.

ªWe appreciate PeaceTrees Vietnam's efforts to raise widespread 
awareness of the issue and to mobilize resources to save lives and 
limbs, reinforcing friendly relations between the people of the 
United States and of Vietnam,º he noted.

The reception was made possible by the generous sponsorship of 
the Boeing Company and Firesteed Wineries of Oregon. 

For more information about PeaceTrees, please contact Lindsay Herbst 
at 1-206-842-7986 or visit their website at www.peacetrees.org.

PeaceTrees Vietnam Celebrates 12 Years of Post-War 
Renewal at Embassy of Vietnam 

by Jerilyn Brusseau, Founder, PeaceTrees Vietnam

PeaceTrees Vietnam, a nongovernmental organization based in 
Bainbridge Island, Washington, has been helping to strengthen ties 
between the United States and Vietnam by removing landmines, 
providing mine survivors bene®ts, teaching and mine-risk education 
(MRE), and planting trees in Vietnam for over a decade. On "ursday, 
June 28, Vietnam's Ambassador to the United States co-hosted with 
PeaceTrees Vietnam a reception at the Embassy of Vietnam to raise 
funds for the PeaceTrees Friendship Village, built on a former U.S. 
Marine combat base in Quang Tri province. 

ªMore than three decades have passed since the end of the war in 
Vietnam, yet its consequences keep lingering in my country. People 
are still su!ering and dying from landmines, unexploded ordnance, 
and Agent Orange,º said His Excellency Nguyen Tam Chien, 
Ambassador of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam to the United States 
of America. ª"erefore we welcome and deeply appreciate e!orts by 
PeaceTrees Vietnam along with other American organizations to help 
heal the wounds of war and to foster a new and lasting friendship 
between our nations.º

Guests gathered in celebration and support of PeaceTrees Village in 
Quang Tri province, where 100 homes for 650 residents are nearing 
completion on the safely cleared site of a former U.S. Marine combat 
base, once infested by landmines and various explosive remnants 
of war. "e village, complete with running water and electricity, 
boasts a community center, library and kindergarten, and provides 
homes to several landmine survivors and their families. 

"e PeaceTrees Village Kindergarten was built and dedicated in 
memory of Dave Hackett and Steve Kelsey, U.S. Marine Corps veterans 
who served in Quang Tri province. Classmates from their Princeton 
class of 1965 funded the school in their honor.

PeaceTrees Vietnam was founded in 1995 by the family of 1st Lieutenant 
Daniel B. Cheney, U.S. Army helicopter pilot killed in action in 1969, 
as a citizens' e!ort to express honor and respect for all the losses to 
families in wartime in an e!ort to build trust and understanding with 
the Vietnamese people.
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Two Mekong musicians perform at the event.

•e author meets Tran Minh Dzung and Mekong musician at Embassy 
of Vietnam. 


