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Bai, anh: DiNH GIAO 

TC1i ctmg nhCrn� khach ngo\!i giao
ct6n tfr mrac My tren m9t chuy6n xe
vao ban Ru9ng hco hL1 t a xa Huang
Tan, huy�n Hm:'mg Hoa, tinh Quang
Trj. Ngang qua T:\ Can - Khe Sanh
ngay nay, xac 171jy bay. XC tang, 0\111
phao ... niim b,11 c1(lng duai m9t thung
lung binh yen.

Tren m(lt 11gqn d6i gAn ban Ru(lng.
du da 50 nam troi qua nhung d�u v6t
ci:ia nhtrng ho born viln chi chit, nhu
la biing chLrng ct1a nai ttrnu di6n ra.._,_ .._ b tr�n chi6n quy6t li�t gitra quan d9i
My va Quan giai ph6ng mi�n Nam
djp T0t M�u Than 1968.

Ng,\y nay, v6·i nhi�u nguai My,
m(lt trong nhfrng ly do ct6 h9 tim 06 11 

di1 y bL)"i 116 dang chfra dl!ng nhi�u gia
tri cLta ljch su. Trong ct6, co gia dinh
Ransom. bao g6m vq ch6ng Larry
Ransom, con gai, con r� va 4 nguai
anh em cua h9 d6n tu thanh �ph6Seattle, bang Washington.

N111rng oau chuy�n kMng chi
g l�i u vi� dtra tin khi t61 phat

m�t chi 1i�t d'Jc biot. Trongda'm
tai quan at va luon thiy ong

N6i dung bai viet ve 
gia c!inh Ransom 50 

nam tn.kfc 

Bia cuon T9p chi Ngtfdi New York, xucit ban ngay 27 thong 7 nam 7968 
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O
N .\L11• 1111, Sc:,· .. nd l,ic'11tc-11:111t. /,!_ .. i1c·;t C,·,11'.•1'.-,nl 1. Mik,· J R:1n

s-r1m, }t.
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dil·d 111 ;1 s.urg-icd /i1>:-;pit;d in
l'ictn:.1m, ,,f 11·r,trnds he h:id rcc,·i1,cd
ci[!l1t d:1_1•s c:irlicr from :in enemy mine.

tay ong Larry Ransom m(lt cu6n t(lp
chi rAt cC,, ttr !rang bia cho ct6n ch,1t
l i�u gi5y in.

djch ck n6i chuy¢n vcri ong va cau
chuy¢n bao chi thL1 vi han r:1t nhi0u .

Larry Ransom n6i riing ong luu
gii:r cu6n t?p chi nay nhu la bau v;it
cua gia ctinh eta tron 50 nam. Khi 0611
b,\n Ruonu ong cilnu c6 ly' do d�

Toi doan ch�c cu6n t?p chi nay co
di�u gi do th�t ct�c bi¢t ma ong Larry
Ransom dt cong mang ttr My tai ban
Ru9ng xa xoi nay. Toi nha m(lt phien

:::;,� ....., b 

mang 116 theo. Ong chi cho toi xem

Toi theo gia dinh Ransom den ban Rui}ng 
du·a tin v� vi�c khanh thanh tmong miiu giao 6'
ban nho nay, ciing la mi}t SI)' ki�n bao chi binh
thu·ong toi ttmg tac nghi�p. 

Ong Larry 
Ransomke'cau 
chuyen gia c!inh 
tif cu6n t9p chi 

Trong bu6i 16 khanh thanh, ong Larry
Ransom n6i: "T\!i day, m9i ngum da nhin
thAy tren bang ron vi6t r�ng truang milu
giao ban Ru9ng la m9t m6n qua tir gia
ctinh Ransom, nhung thl!c ra 111611 qua
quan tr9ng nhfit, quy nh�t chi1m la tfit ca
1119i nguo·i a day danh cho nhfrng thanh
vien gia ctinh Ransom. Nhung ngtro·i dan
ban Ru(lng da cho chung toi m6n qua la
duqc thAy con cai ctia h9 h9c t�p va vui
chai t\!i ngoi truong nay".

Gia c!inh Ransom trong buo'i le khtinh thanh Trt!dng mau gitio ban Ru6ng 

O�n t?i nai ma anh trai cua ch6ng
thi�t nwng dLmg 50 nam tnrac, ba Gail
Ransom, vq ci:1a Lany Ransom n6i trong
qua khfr, CUQC hanh trinh CLta nguai dan
hai nuac Yi�t Nam va Hoa Ky da bi chia
dt bcri khoang each, bcri chi6n tranh.

trong cu6n t(lp chi �y. c6 1119t bai vi6t
kha d,\i v� cai ch6t cuc1 anh trai cmg ten
la Mike Ransom v,\ gia dinh ong xu6ng
ctuang phan d6i chi6n tranh Yi¢t Nam l\!i
bang Washington nam 1968.

Lan-y Ransom k� r�ng. anh trni ci:,a
ong la Mike Ransom, sinh nam 1944,
Ian hon ong 2 tu6i. Anh Ay c16n Vi¢t Nam
v,\o cuoi nam 196 7 va khong the s6ng s6t
tronu cuoc chi6n lllll<l Xll,lll narn 1968.

"' . 

Sau 06. bo 111� ct1a ong. ten la Bob vii
Louise Ransom, da phan ct6i chi6n tranh
v,\ trai qua rAt nhi0u nam trong cto-i hQ ct�
lam 1mtmg vi¢c giam b6t nhfmg h�u qua
nanu n� ma Cll()C chi6n tranh da de l;ii.

. :::;, . 

cho ca hai aAt nuac.
Lan-y Rrn1so111 n6i: "Anh trai toi va

ca b{i m� toi, hQ ct�u khong tin vl10 chi6n
tranh. khong mlll\n c6 chi0n trnnh. HQ tin
V<lO hl'ia binh, V,10 t]nh ycu. V[IO trc cm,
gia ctinh w\ gi{10 d\1c".

06 h'i ly do 1m\ g5n m(it nam nriS-i
tnr6c. Larry Ransom va vq cua c'ing

To mo ,•oi cu&n t:.ip chi nay, toi c& tinh d�n g�n
ong va nh�n ra di�u thu '1 tfr trang bia: "July 27,
1968 - The New Yorker, Price 35 cents". Nghia la
cu&n T:.ip chi Ngm'ri New York, xuit ban ngay 27
thang 7 nam 1968, gia 35 XU, tron 50 nam trmk 

la ba Gail Ransom c16n ban Ru(lng ctJ
d(lng tho xay d\rng tnro·ng mJu giao
er day. Tren m(it bai ctit ctuqc T 6 chLrc
Cay Hoa Binh Yi�t Nam ra ph{i born
min va lrtJ"()'llg h9c du9·c xay dvng nen
do die anh em ci:ia Larry Ransom dong
g6p ti0n b:;ic cimg v6-i w chung tay cua
nhfrng ngm\i b;m cLia hQ (J Seattle.

Vii 1,111 tru l:;ii h6m nay. Larry
Ransom v:1 vq l,1 ba Gail Ransom ctrng
die anh em. con c{1i ci:ia h9 ct6n c16 thrnn
d1J" l� kh,\nh th,\nh ngoi tnrc\ng.

Nlmng horn nay chLmg ta da ctrng nhau
hu6·ng 0611 hro-ng lai h9c t�p cLia th6 h¢
trc .

Bi, Gail Ransom xt'.1c d(lng n6i:
"'Gia dinh Rasom gt:ri lai earn un cl�n
tAt C,l rnQi ngLro·i ()" d,'\y cla cho hQ co· h(li
duq-c tru thi111h m(lt phAn lrong tuung
lai ci:ia nhtrnu clfra trc. Cac ban dii cho

� . 

phcr xC1y ncn rn(lt ngoi tnrang nu\ t6i
tin l,'i anh trai va ba rn9 t6i se n1t rnong
mu6n ctuac nhin tbfry".
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From a magazine 
published 50 

years ago 
 

By: Dinh Giao 
The guests from America 
in the Citizen diplomacy 
trip and me traveled 
together to the remote 
village called Ruong of 
Huong Tan commune, 
Huong Hoa district, Quang 
Tri province. The plane 
wreck and tanks lie in a 
peaceful valley in Ta Con 
airbase, where we went 
through. 
On a hill nearby Ruong 
village, the bomb craters 
are many although 50 years 
have passed since the war, 
as evidence of the place 
where the fierce battle took 
place between the US 
military and the southern 
liberation army in 1968. 
Today, one of the reasons 
many Americans come 
here is because of its 

historical meaning. The 
Ransom family including 
Larry Ransom, his wife, 
his children and his 4 
brothers. They came from 
Seattle of Washington. 
The story began when I 
noticed a special detail 
when I recorded the Ruong 
kindergarten dedication. In 
the crowd, I saw Mr. 
Ransom always held an 
old magazine. I guessed 
this magazine must have a 
very special meaning for 
Mr. Ransom. I asked an 
interpreter to help me to 
communicate with him. 
Larry shared that he has 
been saving this treasured 
magazine for 50 years and 
he had a reason to bring 
this magazine here.  
He showed me a long 
article about his older 

brother’s death – Mike 
Ransom and how his 
family went down the 
street to protest the Viet 
Nam war in Washington in 
1968. 
His older brother, Mike 
Ransom was born in 1944, 
and two years older than 
Larry. He went to Viet 
Nam at the end of 1967 and 
did not survive the fight in 
the spring of 1968. 



After that, his parents – 
Bob and Louise Ransom 
protested the war and spent 
many years working in the 
hope of reducing the 
consequences that the war 
has left for both countries. 
Larry said: “My parents 
and Mike did not believe in 
war they believed in peace, 
in love, in children and in 
education”. 
That is the reason why 
Larry and his wife – Gail 
Ransom came to Ruong 
village one and a half years 
ago to join the ground 
breaking of Ruong 
kindergarten. On the land 

cleaned by PeaceTrees 
VietNam from UXO 
contamination, a school 
was built from the 
contribution of the Ransom 
family and their friends 
from Seattle.  
On this trip, the couple and 
their children along with 
their brothers joined the 
dedication of Ruong 
kindergarten. 
In the dedication, Larry 
said: “Everyone can see the 
banner written that the 
Ruong kindergarten is a 
gift from Ransom family. 
But the most important and  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
precious gift is the gift 
from the people here have 
given for the Ransom 
family. The people from 
Ruong village gave us the 
gift to see their children 
learning and growing up 
from this school” 
Arrived at the place where 
her husband's brother died 
50 years ago, Gail Ransom 
shared that in the past, the 
journeys of the people in 
two countries were divided 
by distance and by the war. 
But today we should look 
forwards to the learning 
future of the younger 
generation. 
Mrs. Ransom said: “We 
would love to send our 
sincere thanks to everyone 
present here today – who 
gave us the chance to 
become a part in your 
children’s future. You 
allowed a school to be built 
– a school which I believe 
that my parents and Mike 
would love to see” 
 




